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and, as such a body could not wisely be created, Parlia- Chapter
ment in 1823 provided for Crown Colony rule. This
intervention was necessarily followed by further Acts,
especially those of 1842 and 1850; under the latter New
South Wales, Tasmania, and Victoria were enabled to
frame constitutions; of these the first and last were
confirmed with alterations by Imperial Acts of 1855;
the second received sanction for its local Act- in the
same year. In 1859, under Imperial Act, Queensland
was created by Order in Council with responsible
government. South Australia, which had never been,
like these colonies, an integral part of New South
Wales, was created by imperial legislation of 1834; it
obtained responsible government under a local Act of
1855-56; while Western Australia, first created by
Imperial Act of 1829, was finally given responsible
government by Imperial Act of 1890. Federation of the
six colonies was effected in 1900 by Imperial Act.^
New Zealand at first, from 1840, was treated as part
of New South Wales, but a series of Imperial Acts
resulted in 1852 in the grant of representative govern-
ment, which in 1855-56 was transformed into re-
sponsible government. The native question was one of
the causes why at first representative institutions were
withheld and therefore recourse was had to imperial
legislation.
In the case of South Africa the prerogative to pro-
vide constitutions for ceded colonies enabled the
Crown to provide for the government of the Cape,
ceded in 1814, and Natal, made a distinct colony in
1845. Representative government was accorded to the
former by local Ordinance authorised by Order in
Council in 1853, to the latter by an Imperial Charter of